Background
Spina bifida affects approximately 1,200 of the more than 4 million babies born in the United States each year. Because of the increased mortality and long-term disability, the myriad of secondary conditions as well as the profound influence on affected individuals and their families, public health plays an essential role for individuals with spina bifida in terms of health promotion, prevention of secondary health conditions, and access to preventive health care, in addition to its role in primary prevention. 
Materials and methods

Conclusion
The Spina Bifida Association and CDC have partnered to reduce health disparities and improve the quality of care for persons with spina bifida, to use clinical settings to collect information for research, to assess transition at developmental stages across the life span, and to create a prospective study on the natural history of spina bifida. The collaboration between clinics and agencies is critical to better understand the needs of the population and take the necessary steps to improve quality of life. This poster will outline the National Spina Bifida program as a model which could be replicated with other conditions of childhood which result in life long challenges to health, quality of life and participation.
